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Why pollination in blueberries? 

ÅBlueberries in top 10 highest pollination costs 
ÁUSDA Economic Research Service. Fruit and Tree Nuts 
 Outlook: Economic Insights, 2014. 

Áhttp:// www.ers.usda.gov/media/1679173/special-article-

 september_-pollinator -service-market-4-.pdf 

ÅGlobal bee declines including honey bees 

Thereforeê 

ÅNEED more reliable and economical practices for 

blueberry pollination  



Integrated Crop Pollination 

The combined use of different pollinator species, 
habitat augmentation, and management practices to 
provide reliable and economical pollination of crops 



AgPollen 

Project ICP Partners 

A huge team of scientists from 

around the US 

 

148 farm partners 

 

A diverse advisory panel 

representing different stakeholders 

ñInvestigating the performance, economics, and farmer perceptions of 

different pollination strategies in specialty crops nationwideò 
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Project Objectives 

1. Identify economically-important wild pollinators and factors affecting their abundance. 

 

2. Evaluate habitat management practices to improve crop pollination. 

 

3. Determine performance of alternative managed bees as specialty crop pollinators. 

 

4. Deliver ICP practices for specialty crop producers. 

 

5. Determine optimal methods for ICP information delivery and measure ICP adoption. 

 

6. Develop predictive models to determine where and when ICP practices provide economic 

return. 

 


